
The Role of Services and Digital Trade for Productivity Growth and 
Economic Integration

Moving up the Value Chain:
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Services are the 
future of 
international trade
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Annual growth 2022-2024

https://www.wto.org/english/res_e/booksp_e/trade_in_services_and_development_e.pdf
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Modern digital trade 
agreements covering data 
flows, data localisation, 
source code etc.

Trade in energy services 
and partnerships on 
critical raw materials and 
value creation 

Investment 
liberalisation

Encourage wider 
participation in ITA 1&2 and 
pursue ITA3 negotiations.

Trade in energy 
services, partnerships 
on critical raw materials 
and value creation.

Investment 
liberalization and trade 
in financial services.

Invest in international 
co-operation fora such 
as OECD’s Data Free 
Flows with Trust.

Strive for broader 
engagement in the 
WTO e-commerce 
plurilateral.

Labour mobility (Mode 4), skills partnerships, 
people-to-people exchanges and, inter alia, 
mutual recognition of professional 
qualificiations in the digital sector.

Trade Policy for the Age of AI 
Source: National Board of Trade Sweden (2025)

Harnessing the potential of digital services:
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Five messages for advancing our services and digital 
trade in the era of Thailand 4.0

1. Open and well-regulated services trade supports competitiveness and productivity 
economy-wide 

2. Servicification enables both value chain participation and upgrading

3. Digital trade thrives on trust, interoperability, and adaptive regulation

4. Our different comparative advantages in services mean opportunities for cooperation

5. Improved statistics a joint challenge and central step towards more evidence-based 
services trade policy
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